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When | was growing up, church
was not a priority in my family. In
fact, we never went to church nor
did we attend Sunday school. |
went with a friend occasionally and
| remember feeling something deep
inside me stir. So, when | had chil-
dren, | had vowed to send my kids
to Sunday school. And that is just
what | did...I sent them to Sunday
school. At that time, | would drop
them off and pick them up. Over
time, | started to attend church
regularly and got more involved.
When my youngest daughter was in
confirmation, | volunteered to be a
guide. This was the beginning of my
involvement with Christian educa-
tion. As a guide, one of the respon-
sibilities was to do highs and lows
with a small group of girls and pray
with them. It was a great opportu-
nity. | learned that | was capable of
praying and leading prayer in front
of a group. | went on to be a guide
mentor. Last year | volunteered to
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be a mentor for GIFT. | mentored a
four year old for the year and had a
great time. This year | joined the
Education board, and attend GIFT
each week with my daughter Amy
and grandson Jacob. Amy and Jacob
have been in GIFT the last two years
and this year Amy has become one
of the Fink squad leaders. Jacob sits
with Grandma as mom leads songs
up front. | look forward to going to
GIFT each week because it is so
much fun and | learn just as much as
the kids do... if not more. After the
first two weeks, | started asking
Jacob some questions about what he
had learned. | was amazed!! He an-
swered almost every question |
asked him about the Joseph story
and he even knew all the actions to
the Bible verse. When | asked him
where Joseph brothers had sold him
he said, "China". | said, "No, they
sold him to Egypt." He said, “Well
Grandma, they're the same people.
They just eat different food!" Oh, the
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honesty of a five year old. One of the
things that touches me the most is
seeing families learning and growing
together in their faith. GIFT is truly a
great program and | would like to in-
vite each and every member of this
congregation to COME AND SEE for
yourself how this program is changing
the lives of every parent and child that
attend. | know first hand that this pro-
gram will shape the lives of my daugh-
ter and grandson....which is already
happening because Amy and Jacob
do highs and lows every night before
bed and pray together. Even when
Jacob stays with us, he prays before
every meal, does his highs and lows
and says his bedtime prayers. This is
every parents prayer...that their chil-
dren and grandchildren grow in their
faith. | wish that | had been required to
attend a program like this with my girls
when they were children. See you at
GIFTI!!
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