Faith Lutheran Church
West Fargo, ND

Falth at WOFk With You...For You

March 2010

Explaining Journey as a one church/two locations concept
in anticipation of Journey worship beginning March 14 (see page 4)

Forgive us if you have heard this all be- than any other method. In our case we are
fore. That means that you are an active building a worshipping community in rented
member of your church. But for less active space and looking forward to building a multi-
members, we asked Pastor Schmidt to re- purpose facility on land we already own. The
view, once again, the concept of one church in ELCA, through our Synod office. has been help-
two locations. ful in providing professional guidance and three

grants of funding.

Q: Is the concept of one church in two loca- Q: We hear you often referring to our Journey
tions uncommon? mission as a pivotal event. Still so?
Schmidt Actual ly, itds a t smig: ihave bebnt mErhbErdf this church
and in other Protestant denominations, too. for many years, along with so many of you, and
therefore have some perspective on its history
Q: Do we have other models locally? and its potential future. | do believe we are mak-
Schmidt : Yes, Hope Lutheran Church was ing a significant historical contribution to the
the first, building Hope South. First Lutheran work of God. We are in an era of seeking. .
Church built Living Waters Church, also in people experimenting in many ways to fill their
south Fargo to serve that growing population. spiritual needs and to raise children with Chris-
tian values.
Q: What are the advantages of the concept
of one church/two locations? Q: How do we explain Journey worship to
Schmidt: The ol d coweelplt vaiNG? a _ .
church and they will come. They wi Bghmigty fpas pow, Journey is a fourth worship
Maybe yes, maybe no. And when they came service of Faith Lutheran Church. In the model
to a brand new church, services for individuals ~ of Paul, we are carrying the message to our
or families were scarce. When new members southern neighborhood, based on what those
attend Journey worship, they will benefit from people have told us they need. Once the crite-
the staffing, governance, leadership and pro- ria stated in the feasibility report has been met,
grams of Faith. we will proceed with building a multi-purpose

facility on the land we already own in the Os-
Q: How does the ELCA now assess the new good area. This opportunity is a blessing in our
concept of one church/two locations? 75th year!

Schmidt: Their assessment is that the one All wh hi ] |
church/two locations concept has already W _0 wor_s Ip at Journey a_re welcome to
proven to attract more un-churched families participate in programs at Faith.

Journey Worship begins March 14 at 10:00
Urban Plains Center
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Dear friends and members of Faith Lutheran Church:

|l 6m proud to be a part of a church that u
well as to remember and celebrate its past. A schedule of anniversary activities will be
coming. Be sure to reserve Rally Day weekend, September 11 -12 for a major

celebration. Plan for your families to attend.

We look forward as individuals . In my annual report for 2009, | issued a challenge.
If you accept the challenge, great blessings will follow.

My challenge to you : During 2010 give 75 hours of volunteer service through
the church. Thatdos a |little mor
our members already give , and more. AND give $75 over and ab
your usual support for the church. This stewardship of time and we
is our way to honor all those who have worked ovetyiwr 8pan of
our history to make our church what it is today. It is our way to
acknowledge our many blessings because of their contributions. It is
commitment to preserve those blessings for those who cose after

We look forward as a congregation.  Although it has been 15 years since we com-
pleted our Worship Center in 1995, we hav
ished. We always needed to provide space for youth ministry and education activities. At
first, we thought we could attach this new space to our existing facility, but that proved un-
workable. Then we purchased 10 acres of land on 40th Avenue south as a future location
for such an education facility. That location made us aware of outreach possibilities for
people of that area. . that they could benefit from worship availability in that location.
Therefore we decided to offer a Sunday worship service, making that our fourth week-end
worship service. . Our parent church, the ELCA, liked that idea and offered us substantial
financing in the form of three grants to promote our new mission. Not waiting for construc-
tion, we are offering that Sunday worship at the Urban Plains Center so that our neighbors
to the south can enjoy the benefits of Faith Lutheran Church right in their backyard.

We need to work together to accomplish our forward-looking plans, to which you have
given the name Journey in Faith. New visitors, some of whom may not have had a tradi-
tion of church-centered lives, need to find a community waiting to welcome them, to ac-
cept them. to encourage them. Therefore, as your pastor talking to you (whom | cherish as
loyal friends to me and to your church) to commit one or two Sundays each month to wor-
ship at Journey in Faith for, perhaps, the next 3-10 months.

Helping to set up the room will be helpful, but mainly your role would be to show the same
level of hospitality you do here at our Worship Center. It will be your way to help the mis-
sion in a personal way, and to return to our Worship Center, confident that our new mis-
sion is well launched. If we have fun doing it, that will be a bonus blessing.

Our aim is that future generations celebrating our centennial anniversary will recognize
that we, in this year, made an historic difference to advance the mlnlstry of our church. .
.our gift in appreciation of our legacy.

en

See you in church, Pastor Peter Schmidt do[[ars
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\_eﬂt If you are one, among many, Midweek Worship Schedule
who want to explore a renewed OurLentenJourney 8 The Great | |[Al AMO

relationship with your Christianity, your
spirituality, your church, Lent may be the time. It
offers a variety of worship experiences, along with
simple social gatherings. Lent is a time of repen-
tance. Repentance is often the best first step in re-
building relationships. The nice juxtaposition of a
period of repentance with the season of Spring
gives added impetus to exploring our spirituality.
In fact, the word Lent comes from a German word
related to spring.

Lenten practices have changed over the years
from harsh self-imposed penance and rigid fasting
to more a time of exploration of our relationship to
a personal God.

In Wednesday evening worship at 5:30, and again
at 7:00, we explore the definitions Jesus gives
himself, as described by the Apostle John. And we
socialize at simple suppers.

(See below and next column)

the vine

the light of the world
Jesus says

/am
the door

the resurrection and
the light
Jesus taught in
parables and metaphors, as
did all great teachers of his day.

Here he echoes Go

answer to Moses:
/ am who | am

Explore all these metaphors
Wednesday, March 3 at 5:30 or 7:00
Wednesday, March 10 at 5:30 or 7:00
Wednesday, March 17 at 5:30 or 7:00
Wednesday, March 24 at 5:30 or 7:00

Sayings of the Gospel of John

Worship Services
5:30pm and 7:00pm
Meal will be served from 5 -6:45pm

Mar 3: Pastor Judy Holmen: John 15:5
ol AM the vine. o0
Mar 10: Pastor Rich Kramer: John 8:12
ol AM the I ight
Mar 17: Pastor Peter Schmidt: John 10:9

ol AM the door. o

Mar 24: Pastor Rich Kramer: John 11:25

ol AM the resurrecti

of t

Sup and Support. .our Youth

Adding to our Christian fellowship, the Youth
of Faith serve simple suppers from 5:00 to
6:45 each Wednesday during Lent. It gives us
a chance to get better acquainted with each
other and it helps our youth to fund some of
their more costly events.

Meals are served in Fellowship Hall. Our
thanks to parents and friends who help our
youth in this activity. They have even provided
the menus for each Wednesday.

March 3. . 5:00 to 6:45
Scalloped Potatoes with Ham,
Green Beans, Dessert

March 10. . 5:00 to 6:45
Tator Tot Hotdish, Corn, Dessert

March 17. . 5:00 to 6:45
Homemade Knoephla and Chicken
Noodle Soup with Hard Rolls, Dessert

6 Marcht243 . §:Q0 9 §:4p 7z | n g
Meatballs, Mashed Potatoes, Gravy,
Candied Carrots, Dessert

Reminder to GIFT parents:
GIFT meets each Wednesday
5:45 to 7:00 Total Life Center
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Make Notes on your Calendar to Help in This Unique Mission

v

OUR

Loud applause to our
Core Team of Journey volunteers
Sue Hokum
Barb Bemis
Ted Lindseth

who promise us Journey worship with
ample parking and elevator
coffee and goodies
100 yards of fabric draped weekly @
a hand -made altar ®

informal, interactive worship
enhanced by several large screens @
followed by an optional session
that some of us call afterglow
uniquely different week to week

beginning March 14 at 10:00

with practice sessions  ®
that you are invited to critique

Transforming a sports venue
into an informal worship format

similar to our popular outdoor worship

(Numbers refer to notes below)

Items annotated above:

(1)

(@)

®3)

(4)

(5)

Being a sports venue you can easily guess
what the inappropriate advertising signs
might be. Core Team has designed a

way to drape the signs into obscurity.

Ted Lindseth has built a portable altar, the
Kingsmen have made signs, the Piece-
makers have sewn material for backdrops
and the Arts & Environment Team have
given of their time and talents.

Four large screen TVs can be used for our
power point presentations. The rule is: No
one can bribe the video tech into tuning in
to your favorite team.

Learning/activity session following worship
will vary week to week and include
learning. .fellowship. .service.

Pastor Judy asks you, to come to what
some of us call dress rehearsals, testing
the esthetics, the format, the seating, the
timing. She needs your critique! The final

preview worship is scheduled Mar 7, 10am.

You are part of making this mission a success.

About the Urban Plains Center

Location: 5225 31st Ave S, Fargo
Parking and Entrance on 32nd Ave between
Vet erands Boulevard (9th

The Center staff has been immensely coop-
erative in our mission. They have made avail-
able storage space for our equipment, space
for coffee service and have offered to set up
the seating each week, all at a very nominal
rental fee of $100 a Sunday.

After months of searching for rental space,
we are pleased that Faith Lutheran Church
can offer a fourth worship service each week-
end, at a location convenient for our southern
neighbors.

Postcard invitations to worship have been
mailed to residents of the area inviting them
to worship.

Overheard:

Pastor Rich to Pastor Peter:

| think you should know that some of our loyal mem-
bers worry that, in attending Journey worship as you
have suggested, they are abandoning your pastoral
leadership.

Pastor Peter to ydal'e want this mission to be suc-
cessful and | am asking you to offer the same welcome
you offer me each week to visitors to Journey.

Overheard: | am a long term member of Faith

and | do not approve of our new mission at Journey.
To: Long term memb&ie respect your opinion and

be assured that your specific concerns will guide us in
our process. We particularly respect that, as an activis
Christian, you continue in your leadership roles with us
We ask everyone to pray for this ministry.

Overheard:1 candét do a miss

Africa, but | can make a few visits to Journey worship.
to tell them how important Faith Lutheran Church is to
me . I wondbét need a vis
cross is94. And no bedbuagsmy mission tour!
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African Chil dren

Friday, September 24 - 7:00 pmd The African
Children's Choir returns for a concert at Faith
Lutheran!

The children will arrive on Thu, Sep 23 and need
overnight housing for 24 children and 8 adults for
two nights. Breakfast will be part of the home
stays and a sack lunch for Saturday is to be pro-
vided for the children.

More details to follow, but put the date on your
calendar now! This is the third time one of the
African Children's Choir has appeared at Faith,
and anyone who has heard them knows you
won't want to miss this exciting and inspiring
event. Sponsored by Worship Team and Women
of Faith.

Stewardship Is . . .

Serving On A Team
By Ross Holland, Stewardship Team

We are all blessed with so many talents. Talents
are found in your interests, skills and personality.
Believe it or not, your talents can be utilized to
strengthen the continued growth of Faith Lutheran
Church, and help build a solid foundation for Jour-
ney in Faith.

Please consider serving a two year term on the
Stewardship Team, or any of the various teams at
Faith Lutheran Church.
of your time and talent by serving as a team
member to be one of the most fulfilling experi-
ences of your lifetime.

For information on how you can utilize your tal-
ents and serve as a team member at Faith Lu-
theran Church, contact the church office or con-
tact a member of the Nominating Team.

Stewardship Team

0 SisteCPaosh deledateon \lisitsn s
Guatemala - April 22 -28

A visit is planned with our sister parish mem-
bers in Tierra Nueva Uno in Chinautla,
Guatemala to renew and further develop our
long time relationship with the faith community
there. This delegation time coincides with the
Fiesta de San Marco (Feast of St. Mark), name-
sake for our sister parish congregation, Iglesia
San Marco. A typical fiesta in Guatemala in-
cludes street processions, wonderful food, and
a celebratory mass.

Recently one of the sister parish community
members has been going through difficult
surgeries and chemotherapy for leuke-
mia. Rhina has been part of the sister
parish group in TN1 since the initiation of /
Faith's relationship there, when she was a §&=¢
young girl. Now 19 years of age, she says
that those who have visited from West y
Fargo are her dear sisters and brothers in
Christ. Faith Sister Parish recently sent
$1200 to assist the family with medical
expenses, and they have relayed their deepest
gratitude for our care for them in this way.

Pray for the people in our sister parish, for
Rhina and her family, and the many who suffer
from poverty and oppression. Pray for the dele-
gation, also, as they prepare for this journey in
faith.

Eco-palms: we support the pro-
tection of forests, local jobs,
and sustainable livelihoods.

When we wave our palms during our Palm Sun-
day worship, we are celebrating a partnership
with Lutheran World Relief, which oversees
communities that process the palms. These
communities improve th
of living, and ensure that the money paid for the
palms benefit thgse who labor. The quality of |
tRepArhs'is adstirdl Orhe pQIrﬁstareq'hJ?v%steQ !
in a sustainable manner,

cutting only the parts of the

trees that allow the rest of

the tree to keep growing.

=<

Pray for those in countries
like Mexico and Guatemala
as they work toward a bet-
ter life together.

e

\Y

communiti e
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PancBarke &

Pancake Breakfast
Palm Sunday, March 28
9:30am-1:00pm
Fellowship Hall
Served by the Kingsmen
Free Will Offering
Proceeds go to various
Faith Lutheran/Journey projects

Eighty -Nine Quilts Completed

Quilting week was held the

week of February 8. Seventy

-eight large quilts and eleven

small quilts were completed.

Quilts made will be distrib-

uted by Lutheran World Re-

lief to refugees and other

people in need. Many hands helped cut mate-
rial, sew and tie these quilts.

The total number working each day were:
Monday-8, Tuesday-14, Wednesday-14,
Thursday-19 and Friday-8. Thank you to all
who gave of their time and talents for this im-
portant ministry.

Food Drive Scheduled Mar 21

Evervoneds helTipeWorshipn e e
Team and Social Ministry Team are sharing a
joint effort in a food drive. Food collected will be
divided between the Great Plains Food Bank
and the Dorothy Day Food Shelf. The drive will
be held Sun, Mar 21. Items can be dropped off
at either site, Faith Lutheran Church or at Jour-
ney Worship. The Social Ministry Team will

hand out plastic bags Mar 14 as a reminder.
Any donations will be greatly appreciated.

Thank you,
Worship & Social Ministry Teams

Ten Best Practices For Health

And Wellness .
By Ellen Liddle, Parish Nurse

As faithful Lutherans, we under-

stand the value and the importance

of rules that guide us. Living in a

way that is healthy and whole is essential in
making the most of the life we were given. Sug-
gestions for being intentional about your health
and wellness from the ELCA - Ministerial
Health and Wellness website are:

1. Love God with all your heart, soul, mind,
and strength.

2. Love your neighbor as you love yourself &
be an example of self-care as well as caring for
others.

3. Remember the Sabbath and keep it holy &
be intentional about time for rest and renewal
within your week, church year and life in minis-

try.
4. Honor your body as a gift from God and

.temple of the Holy Spirit. Feed it healthy foods

and build your physical and emotional endur-
ance with regular physical activity.

5. Honor your mother, father, siblings,
spouse, and/or children with your love, respect,
and time.

6. Reflect your faith and use your gifts in your
vocation.

7. Develop healthy habits to keep your whole-
ness wheel in balance and to be fit for a minis-
try of service.

8. Equip yourself to use your gifts effectively
éogrgcllaim and live out the Gospel in the
world. -

9. Practice and seek forgiveness.
10. Pray daily.

Check out the Wholeness Wheel on the kiosk
in the upper hallway. It is a guide to balancing
all aspects of health: spiritual, physical, emo-
tional, social, intellectual, vocational, and finan-
cial well- being.

! Burden Bears are available in the church
j office. If you know someone who is experi-
1 encing problems physically, emo-

I tionally or spiritually, consider taking
I them a bear which is wrapped in a

! quilt made by our quiltersd special

j boem tucked inside.
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Healthy Living Brunch

Lenten offering boxes, which were Sat, Mar 6, 9:30am
distributed on Ash Wednesday, will be Faith Lutheran Church

brought forward during the Palm Sunday Speaker: Dr. Cathy Breedon

weekend processions. Gifts are desig- Clinical Nutrition Specialist, MeritCare

nated to the ELCA World Hunger Appeal AHot Topics in Nutr
and United Hearts for Haiti. No fee. Registration in church office is necessary to

determine food preparation. You are encouraged to
wear red in recognition of Heart Healthy month 2
February. Contact Marlene at church for more infor-
mation.

Babysitting Training & Limited Enrollment
For boys or girls at least 11 years old

‘ Sat, Apr 17, 8:45am -3pm

Crossway Center
1416 16th St E, West Fargo

Speakers include: policeman, fireman,
pharmacist, nurses

‘ Call 282-7217 to register
Payment of $10 for book by Apr 9 required
Sponsored by West Fargo Parish Nurses

Seasonal DecoratioRSbonations are appreciated to help cover the cost of seasonal decorations that adorn our
Worship Center at Easter and other times during the year. Please return this form to church office by Wed, Mar 24.

In Honor of

In Memory of

From

Amount $ Envelope No.




