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Parenting Dilemma
By Amy Kippen, Director of Faith Formation

My daughter Nicole was about 8 years old. She had been over
to a friend’s house to play for the day. When she arrived home | found
out she and her friend had watched a movie | felt was inappropriate for
her age. And there | was in that age-old dilemma. What do | do when
other parents have different ideas of what is appropriate at a given age?

Whether it’s a movie, bedtime, curfew, dating age, or something
they desperately want to do or buy, the dilemma is the same. We've all
heard it- “ALL my friends get to do it!” or “All my friends have one!”
And even though we know that’s not entirely true, we are sometimes
left doubting our judgment about what is right for our own child. And
even those times when we are confident about our judgment, saying no
can be very difficult.

That’s where | found myself with Nicole. | knew unequivocally |
did not want my 8 year old watching PG-13 movies. But how could |
enforce it? Would her friends laugh at her? Could | expect my daughter
to say no to a movie! Would her friends’ parents think | was judging
them?

Not long after this, | was talking with my sister on the phone.
She said these words...words | have never forgotten. “If you don’t,
who will?”’ She went on to remind me that God had given this child to
ME, not to those other parents, and that it was my job to do what |
knew was right for her. After all, what choice did | really have? | would
never have peace unless | raised my daughter according to my own be-
liefs, not someone else's. This is not to pass judgment on any other par-
ents, but rather to encourage ALL parents to be thoughtful and inten-
tional about parenting. So, just as | am called to set the rules and stan-
dards for my child, so is every other parent.

The point is to not be afraid to stand up for your child, to stand
against the culture. Trust that doing what you know is right will never
be the wrong decision.

So the next time you find yourself in this situation ask yourself—
who decides for my child? If needed, seek the wisdom of other parents
you admire, then go with your own gut. What you'll find is that your
child will grow up knowing you loved them enough to make hard deci-
sions on their behalf.

What do | do
when other
parents have
different
standards for
what is
appropriate
at a given
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Fourth grade communion class

Faith Stepping Stone V is fast
approaching. Parents and
students will attend one of two

classes- March 20 or 28. This ™\
is a wonderful time of learning ‘

o0
all about the o .'%r
how Jesus turned the Passover —@ ..

meal into Holy Communion.

Some of our kids have been communing since they were little,
and for some, this will be their first communion. Either way, it is
a great milestone in their faith life. On Maundy Thursday we
will mark this milestone with a special blessing service. This
class is a requirement for entrance to confirmation. Fourth

grade parents should watch for a mailing in early March!

Spring Gala
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Dinner and Silent Auction __ £ § %

An elegant evening out benefitting -
the Youth of Faith

March 20, 6pm

Tickets are $15 and available at
the church office.
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- Items for silent auction! q
: Are you a business owner? :
Are you crafty?
Could you be of
service to someone?
~ Please consider donating to the
AfYout h of Fai tz
—Bring items to the church office 2
by March 10. j
Thank you for your support!
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Due to your generous support of our yaju
of f to a great stie

This is an investment that will continug| t
dividends for years to come.Where elsejjc
a guaranteed investment these d ’
Donation slips are available on the infr
desk in the narthex (upper hallway).Wa |

l
newsletter for acknowledgements off|¢
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Did You Know?

1 VWe have 44 parents who serve as small group guides for

Head to the Heart (H2H)confirmation

1 Pastor Rich, Amy Kippen,Andrew Wiens and Pastor Steve
Nowicki make up the planning team for H2H

1 H2H is based on the Ig/sm group model. Large group time
is teaching and worship. Small group time is processing and
relationship

1 Ve have the coolest kids on the planet here at Faith
Lutheran Church!
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High School Youth

Thanks to
the Church
for all of
your g:“ March Calendar
support as
we move March 7th Youth Group 7pm-9pm
into the March 14th Youth Group 7pm-9pm
o of March 20th Spring Gala
Group at March 21st Uni te at Gi o0s7pi-9pmz a
Faith ! March 28th Youth Group 7pm-9pm
] Thanks to
Looking Ahead the Church
April 4th Easter Breakfast wake up! :,ru:"g:at
April 11th Youth Group 7pm-9pm support as
April 18th Uni te at Gi o0 Ss7pm9pmz e|reiog
April 25th Youth Group 7pm-9pm | |
July 24th-31st Kansas City Mission Trip 24[7 Youth
Group at
FaithI;
High School Lock-n a ton of FUN!
------------ Thanks to
Join us March 20th for the | the «in
. Men for
Spring Gala: Support our | helpingto
. get our
trip to KC! youth room
ready to
move in,
K A N S1A S CITYE andtOthOSC
KCRM ot
RESCUE MISSION | donated
furniture!
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