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Evangelist  

me ? 

     Is this you?  
 

You hear Pastor Schmidt say we 

           are all called to be evangelists. 

 

 Youõre feeling guilty because you 

           have trouble talking about your faith. 

 

 Join the club of those of us who envy 

           the grace with which others do it. 

 

  We donõt want to seem òpushyó to 

           our grown-up kids. 

 

 We are afraid friends will feel  

           offended if they decline or 

           uncomfortable if they come. 

Help is at hand! 
If the weather channel predicts sunny 
skies, invite friends or family to our out-
door worship under Godõs cathedral dome 
of endless sky.  Dress casual to sit on your 
own lawn chairs. . or ours if you prefer.  
The coffee pot is bottomless, with morn-
ing treats, too.  Guitars, drums, keyboard 
and singers keep your feet tapping.  The 
message bespeaks of Godõs love. 

Or invite them to join you to worship in an unlikely sports arena, 
lovingly embellished by your fellow members into a worshipful aura. 
Kid-friendly, casual and interactive. . .but with Bible in hand to keep 
us grounded in Godõs intent. 

  
When you come 
 

 Outdoor worship 
   casual/contemporary 

   Sundays at 10:30 am 
      (meet you at the southeast  

      parking lot of Faith Lutheran Church) 
 

 Journey worship 
   casual/interactive 

   Sundays at 10:00 am 

   Urban Plains Center 

 

 ==== 

 
  Or if your friends tend more 

  to the traditional, we have 

  that, too: 
 

 Saturdays at 5:00 pm 
      Faith Lutheran Church 

 Sundays at 8:30 am 
      Faith Lutheran Church 

 

   

Evangelism  

101  

everyone excels 

 

  

           Faith Lutheran Church  

                         West Fargo, ND  
 

Faith at Work   With You...For You   
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Dear friends and members of Faith Lutheran Church: 
 

      Summer outdoor worship is here. . always at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday.  People from 

other churches tend to think itôs strange to worship outdoors all summer long, but many of 
our Faith Lutheran crowd love it.  Itôs just one of a large variety of ways that worship is  
conducted. 
 

       If your family is like most, you serve family meals in a variety of waysðfrom formal 
meals with china and linens on holidays to informal ñhelp yourself to anything in the 
fridgeò.. .with many possibilities in between.  In just the same way we gather to praise God 
and hear the Word in various settings.  Prayer is ñpracticing the presence of Godò and 
sometimes itôs good to have traditional organ music, classic choir anthems and hymns 
from centuries past.  Other occasions call for less formality and the possibility of some-
thing new and creative. . maybe even worship in a bar! 
 

       Our worship formats here at Faith reflect what is happening in the larger church and 

throughout many denominations.  One delight of vacation travel is to seek new worship 
experiences when weôre away from home.  The desire Godôs people have to gather, offer 
praise and prayer, hear Godôs Word and enjoy fellowship takes an amazing variety of 
forms.  Sometimes worship is best when itôs just our own nuclear family. . or personal  
worship in solitude.  
 

        But worship is not just for us church members!  We need to learn, first, to invite oth-

ers to join us and then, second, to show hospitality to them when they do join us.  Only 
because those who have come before our time practiced such hospitality does our church 
remain strong for us after two thousand years.   
 
                                            
                                                          See you in church, 
 

                                                                     Pastor Peter Schmidt 
 
 

Note:  
In case you have been away 
for a long time, when Pastor 
Schmidt mentions ñworship in 
a barò in paragraph 2 above, 
he is referring to our informal 
and interactive worship in a 
sports arena on Sunday 
mornings at ten oôclock.  The 
Urban Plains Center is the 
venue.  Ask about it! 
 
And for those times when you 
prefer a more traditional ser-
vice, we have that, too! 
Ask about it! 

A shout out!  

to the many volunteers who enrich  

our worship experience  

by participation in the worship:  

readers. . communion servers. .  

musicians. . special messages. .  

 

and those who make our worship run 

smoothly and with welcome:  

ushers. . greeters. . audio techs. .  

bulletin preparers. . recyclers. . video  

tapers. . coffee servers. .  

and the many others of you.  

 

A lot of things happen before worship happens.  

 

 

 

 

 

For 2000 years 

the magic 

ingredients. . . 

 

 

Invite 

others 

 

Show them 

welcome 

       and 

       hospitality 
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Deb and I would meet 
for lunch on occasion 
to catch up on newsð    
especially about our 
four kidsðour three 
sons in particular who 
happen to be close in 
age. At our last lunch 
together, as usual, 
there was no lack of 
conversation or laugh-
ter. We set a goal of 
meeting at least once 

a month. Of course, before we got into our cars 
that day, there was a big hug sharedðthe way we 
always ended our visits. That was the last time I 
saw my special friend. 
 

On April 18 Deb and her husband, Rob, were 
killed in a tragic motorcycle accident. They left 
behind their two sons, Jory and Nick. 
 

Deb Baumbach, our former receptionist, is re-
membered for her cheerful presence and willing-
ness to serve. She and Rob, members of Peace 
Lutheran, were actively involved in ministries in-
volving the elderly and homeless. Deb and Rob 
were much-loved and will be missed greatly. As 
we mourn their loss, we remember the hope we 
have as Christians, as found in Revelation 2:10, 
NRSV: ñBe faithful unto death, and I will give you 
the crown of life.ò 

 
 
 

Congratulations on some very    
special achievements to some very 
special people: 
 

Glenn Maurer, longtime West Fargo veteran,  
was honored as AMVET of the Year at a spe-
cial black tie celebration March 20, at the Hilton 
Washington Dulles in Herndon, Virginia. Com-
monly referred to as ñThe Veteransô Oscarsò, 
the Silver Helmet is the AMVETS top national 
award recognizing excellence and outstanding 
accomplishment in the fields of Americanism, 
defense, rehabilitation, congressional service 
and civil service.  
 
Brianna Anderson  took 10th place in the 
United States for the National Poetry Out Loud 
contest for high school students. Competition 
was held in Washington, DC. 
 
Our own Faith at Work newsletter editor, Adele 
Swenson,  will be featured in the June/July 
Area Woman magazine. These free magazines 
are available at various businesses in the area. 
 
 

Dates 
UP  

 
 

This is a ñminiò mission event sponsored by the 
ELCA Global Mission staff . . . and is being called 
a ñGLOCALò mission event as these ñminiò ses-
sions are being held around the country. ELCA 
staff will present exciting workshops, worship and 
music!  
 

Contact Vicki if you are able to attend 
(vschmidt@growinfaith.org). A team of FIVE from 
Faith/Journey is hoped to attend. Youôll REALLY 
enjoy this one! 
________________________________________ 

Travel Around the World!  

What:   Global Mission Event 
When:  October 1-2 
Where: United Lutheran Church 
 Grand Forks 
Cost:    $35 

Weôve Lost A Friend 
    By Ginnie Berge 

Rob & Deb Baumbach  

Feeding body and spirit  
 

Lila Rau  
Women of Faith  

Amy Kippen  
Ginnie Berge  
Kory Hawley  
Vicki Schmidt  
Sister Parish  
Bill Fradet  

Darrell Costain  
Kingsmen  

Youth of Faith  
 

These gifted individuals share    
their skills organizing and           

preparing food so we are able           
to enjoy good fellowship.  



Faith at Work  Page 4 Faith at Work   Summer 2010 

It was a wonderful time, just before the great depression had 
really taken hold.  People felt a strong sense of achievement 
since the day their pioneer parents had built the church.  Most 
drove to church, proud of their well kept Model T or Model A 
Fords.  A few more affluent would drive an Essex.  One family 
who arrived in their Essex, always arrived a few minutes late 
and then marched boldly to the second row!  Show-offs, we all 
whispered. . especially with their high-fashion clothes. 
 

Later the great depression put an end to any feelings of pros-
perity and I am not sure how the church survived those years.   
I remember there was an annual offering . . at the altar. . to 
supplement the meager salary the pastor received.  My mother 
always tied my nickel offering into the corner of my handker-
chief.  Sometimes the knot was so tight I could not get it open.   
 
Pastors were stern.  I assumed to be Godly you had to avoid 
looking happy. 
 
Our youth directors were our heroes, making our lives richer. 
 I still remember mine.  

In the same way children today òplay schooló 

 we òplayed churchó since there was no school for those 

under age six.  I remember acting out the organistõs 

feet in motion and arms reaching over three keyboards 

and then giving communion to my pet cats in a comical 

interpretation of that holy rite.   

My mother said I was sacrilegious. . whatever that  

meant. 

To a child the worship rites seemed so  
mysterious.  Why did my father rise from his pew, 
navigate around the altar railing to go into a seemingly 
secret room and then return?  I learned later it was 
the pastorõs study and all men went in to note their 
family's names in a formal record book to denote their 
intention to take communion.  What did the widows do?  
I didn't note any women entering the secret room.  

The Christmas program was the  

highlight of the year and my mother 

drilled me over and over on the few words 

I had to recite, hoping I would not get 

stage fright.  After the program brown 

paper bags of Christmas hard candies  

and peanuts were handed out to each 

child and sometimes if levity prevailed, 

adults received bags, too.  It was the one 

time of year without rigid formality.  

Both men and women always  

wore hats.  The men left their  

hats on racks at the front door.  

Checking out all the womenõs hat 

styles was a pleasant pre -worship 

activity but not appropriate during 

worship. . a kind of meet and greet 

of today.  My mother so wanted a 

fancier hat.  

The men and òconfirmed  

boysó sat at the right.  Women 

and children sat at the left. 

Most liked the arrangement 

because it gave a chance to 

exchange a few words with 

friends.  Change was in the air 

as a few couples began to vio-

late the custom by sitting to-

gether. . in the menõs section, 

of course.  

A chi
ldõs 

memor
ies o

f wor
ship 

custo
ms 75

 year
s ago

. . th
e 

year FLC was formed. . not at FLC 
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April 2010 Sister Parish Delegation . . .  

Members of the Faith and Tierra Nueva Uno (TN1) sister                     
parish groups visiting outside St. Marks Church. 

Rhina (second from left) and her family. We have supported Rhina      
(age 19) with our prayers and a special offering for medical expenses      

as she battles leukemia. 

Demonstration of weaving of a table runner. 

Gathering after outdoor worship celebrating the Feast 
of Saint Mark the Evangelist. 

Gift presented by Tierra Nueva Uno to Faith/Journey. 

Members of our delegation walking down a road in Tierra Nueva Uno. 

April 22-28 a delegation of Faith Sister Parish visited our  
sister parish in Tierra Nueva Uno, growing our relationship 
through fellowship and learning.  Members of the delegation 
included: Steven Nowicki, Vicki Schmidt, Maren Kramer,   
Jan Gatz, Jan Titus and Eric Berge. 


